I drove round the place to see the lions. The
roads were good; the houses were built of stone,
somewhat in the European style. The climate ad-
mitted of carpets, blankets, cloth waring-apparel,
and a snug fire-side, etc. Hence, the hills have
latterly been the general resort, as the sanitarium of
the western districts of India, and will, no doubt, in a
short time, entirely supersede the fatigue, danger,
and expense of a long journey to the Neilgherry hills,
which has hitherto been the plan adopted by
invalids. The bungalows were situated in the midst
of beautiful gardens, in which grew all sorts of fruits
and vegetables : they in general occupy about ten to
twenty acres of ground. In the neighbourhood,
stands a pretty little English church. The moun-
tain-fern, which is very uncommon in other parts
of India, grows here in abundance. On a conspi-
cuous part of a rising ground, an obelisk has been
erected to the memory of Sir Sidney Beckwith.
At the period of my visit, there was a numer-
ous party on the hills; a continued round of spirited
convivialities formed a constant novelty and a strik-
ing contrast to the monotony and sickly indoor
residence in the plains beneath. Here one may ride
and walk all day long without inconvenience; and
those who have a taste for the sports of the field
may engage in hunting the bison, which, however
is attended with great risk and danger. A fine
young man, cornet in H. M. 4th Dragoons, was
lately killed by a bison, that burst upon him un-
awares from the midst of the jungle; he was several
times spitted on its huge sharp horns and tossed